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Swainsboro, Georgia 30401-2699
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FALL 2015
POLS 2301- Comparative Politics
Sections: #80207, on-line web-based


*MANDATORY ON-LINE ORIENTATION*
You will be required to complete a MANDATORY ONLINE ORIENTATION. Please check your e-mail.
I. Instructor: Dr. Tom Caiazzo
II. Office Information: 
At the East Georgia State College - Statesboro Center 
Monday & Wednesday, 10a – 1:30p – EGSC, Office: H-143
Friday, 10a – 1p, EGSC, Office: H-143
              Office Phone: 912-623-2415        E-mail: tcaiazzo@ega.edu

III. Course Description: Comparative Politics introduces students to important theoretical approaches to comparing different political systems, and then helps students employ empirical analysis to address such questions as: Why does democracy flourish in some environments and not others? How does the nature of political institutions influence public policy? How are interests aggregated and represented in different political systems? By addressing these kinds of questions in the context of past and present political systems, students develop a broader understanding of the variety of ways that people can organize a political system and a deeper understanding of human political diversity. Students also familiarize themselves with the theoretical approaches specific to comparative politics and with the methods used by social scientists generally.
IV. Prerequisite: Students must satisfactorily complete POLS 1101 (American Government)

V. Textbook: *None* I will provide a plethora of reserved readings, articles, and scholarly materials to you from the Internet.
- A World Map: (you can get one anywhere and/or download one from the Internet)



VI. Course Learning Outcomes with linkages to General Education Student Learning Outcomes:
The course is dynamic meaning that it is event driven as well as topic driven. Students should stay abreast of world affairs and be prepared to discuss current events. Students are expected to integrate the required readings with class lectures and discussions, Internet assignments, current events, and other presentations and tasks. The research paper is designed to foster pathways of critical thinking by enhancing writing skills. See the end of this syllabus for a more detailed examination of critical thinking.
The college assesses student learning based upon the achievement of eleven general education outcomes electives. A list of the outcomes is attached to the syllabus and linked through the consideration of the following philosophical questions:

1. Comparative politics is premised on the idea that you can compare apples and oranges. Comparing both entire political systems and specific units within political systems helps us understand what we are looking at in each one (1,3,5,10)

2. Identify and use some of the key perspectives on, and theories about, political development developed by social/political scientists (1,2,3,6,9,10)

3. Understand the causes of a specific revolution, it is necessary to compare it to others and even to instances where revolution did not occur, so that we can isolate the factors that precipitated revolution in one place and time but not others (1,3,6,9,10)

4. Reviews some foundational topics in comparative politics, such as state formation, nationalism, democratization, and revolution. (1,3,6,9,10)

5. Focus on some major puzzles in the sub-field, such as: Why are some countries resource-rich but very poor while others are resource-poor but very rich? (1,3,6,8,9,10)

6. Examine h ow do different democracies work? What determines voter behavior? What causes corruption? What causes civil wars? How have the events of 9/11/2001 and the recent ISIS movement changed the answers to the first five questions? (1,2,3,5,6,8,9,10)


VII. Evaluation: In most semesters, you will formally evaluate the course and the instructor (me) near the end of the semester (not applicable for summer classes).

VIII. Exam and Grading Policy:
1. Two (2) Sectional Assignments at 100 points each. Sectional Assignments will be in various parts and contain a plethora of textbook, web, and readings as it pertains to Global Issues. All information will be posted online and sent via e-mail. Due dates will be stated on the Assignment. This is worth two-hundred (200) points.

2. Two (2) Exams at 100 points each. Exam material will come from course discussions and your text. Both Exams may or may not be taken on campus at the Statesboro Campus, so you need to be prepared to come to campus to take these Exams. These Exams are worth two-hundred (200) points.

3. Weekly Discussion Board Interaction at 25 points. You will post on D2L’s discussion board information area as it pertains to current global international relations events. I will lead the way and guide you to promote critical thinking.

4. RESEARCH DESIGN: The Research Design trains you to think like a comparativist by designing a research proposal on any topic of interest to you. The only requirement for the research design is that you make use of comparison in some way. You may compare two events, processes, groups, or institutions in one country or across two countries, or compare across time. You may even propose to compare two neighborhoods in a single city. While the scale of the comparison is up to you, a strong research design must be anchored in a very specific and focused question, a puzzle that genuinely interests you. You should construct a cogent answer to the question (your argument), discuss alternative answers to the same question (competing arguments), and develop a clear and feasible research strategy for how you would bolster your argument. Constructing a research design is not a one-shot exercise, but a multi-step process of rethinking and revision. Therefore, you will have the opportunity to receive feedback on a first a draft so that your final submission is lucid and precise. The design should be at least 4-5 pages. Please see D2L for submission dates and requirements. This assignment is worth (fifty) 50 points in total.

5. ONLINE ORIENTATION: In an effort to start the course in a positive direction, you will complete a MANDATORY ONLINE ORIENTATION. This Orientation will outline the requirements for the course and get you to complete and succeed in it. Tis Orientation is worth ten (10) points.

6. Service Learning/Engaged Scholar Project: This semester marks the 5th Annual “Toys for Tots Dinner Fundraiser, on Saturday Dec 5th, 6:00pm. I will personally be engaging in this community service which benefits the Toys for Tots Program.  I am hoping that everyone in the class will participate. I will advise you of the schedule of duties, stewardship, research, and the event and I will always be there with you to make sure you get the civic experience and not exploited. You will be surprised how many Toys are made Globally and how many children throughout the world and right here in the U.S. go without during the holidays. It will be both fun and educational; I will give you more information no later than the 2nd week of class. If you would like to do another Community Based project but not this one, please let me know no later than the 2nd week of class. This Project is worth 15 (fifteen) points.




COMPUTATION OF COURSE GRADE: Your grades will be computed in the following manner:
*EXAMINATIONS: (2 exams at 100 points each)…………………...............................= 200 points
*SECTIONAL ASSIGNMENT (2)……………………………………..………………………………………….= 200 points
*INTERNATIONAL CURRENT EVENTS JOURNAL............................................= 25 points
*MANDATORY ONLINE ORIENTATION……………………………………………..…………………=10 points
*NATION STATE  PAPER…………………………………………………………………………………………...=50 points|
*COMMUNITY PROJECT…………………………………………………………………………………………= 15 points
Total =500 points

GRADING SCALE: The grading scale for all assignments in the course and for computing the final grade is based on the college's grading schedule. With respect to the point system, the grading scale is as follows: 

Grading Scale: 
500 - 450 = A (90-100%)
449 - 400 = B (80-89%)
399 - 350 = C (70-79%)
349 - 300 = D (60-69%)
299 -    0  = F (0 - 59%)

GRADE POLICY: The grade you receive is based on your performance without regard to how others score in the class. In other words, grades in this course are not based on a curve, and whatever the total number of points you earn, then this is the grade you will receive. You will be treated equally and fairly and there will be no capricious grading on my behalf. Under no circumstances are grades changed, except in cases of an error in computation.
IX. Attendance Policy: Per college policy, I will take on-line attendance. As such: 
1. You should make a conscious effort to attend all scheduled on-line class meetings. Online meetings will be devoted to lectures and discussion.  I will ask you to withdraw for excessive absences. 
a) I also understand that maybe once or twice this semester you just "won’t feel well." This has a lot to do with the climate as well as other private matters. Please be responsible enough, if possible, and let me know via phone or e-mail that you won’t be on-line that day.

         b) I may also miss a few class on-line sessions for professional development this semester. I will advise via e-mail of any such changes. This is another reason for regular on-line classroom attendance.

c) You should check your college CATMAIL e-mail account daily. The same for D2L, although I only use CATMAIL.

 d) Likewise, there are absolutely no make-ups allowed or partial credit points given.

X. Make-Up Policy: You are required to be present and on time for all of the
mentioned above assignments and Exams. If you fail to be present you will receive zero (0) points. There are no makeup’s whatsoever.  Likewise, there are no early examinations given and please do not try to haggle, or negotiate with me regarding this academic policy. Individual accountability, responsibility, decency, and respect are implied.


XI. Plagiarism & Academic Dishonesty: please see EGC Student Handbook
http://www.ega.edu/counseling-center/handbook2008.pdf
|

XII. ADA Statement: can be found at
http://www.ega.edu/counseling-center/disabilityaccomodations.htm

XIII. Course Withdrawal Policy Statement:
Students are responsible for their own academic progress. Decisions regarding withdrawal from courses should only be made after consultation with an academic advisor. Before withdrawing from a course, students should meet with a Financial Aid representative to discuss their personal financial aid situation. More information regarding withdrawal from 
courses can be found in the EGC catalog at:
http://www.ega.edu/registrar/catalog/Catalog0809.pdf


XIV. Campus Emergency Policy:
a. In the event the fire alarm is sounded, everyone must evacuate the building at once and in a calm and orderly fashion, using the nearest exit. In the event of a severe
 weather warning, which will be delivered verbally, everyone must proceed immediately to
the nearest designated shelter area which are marked by a small tornado symbol. All severe weather shelter locations are posted on the EGC website. Each student should, on the first day of class, determine the location of the nearest exit and the nearest designated shelter area for each of his or her classrooms. If you have difficulty locating either ask your instructor to assist you.

b. The Connect-ED system is a communication service that enables East Georgia College administrators and security personnel to quickly contact all East Georgia College students, faculty and staff with personalized voice and text messages that contain emergency-related campus information (e.g., campus closing, campus threat, health scare, etc.). With Connect-ED, East Georgia College students can be reached and provided with vital instructions anywhere, anytime, through their cell phones, home phones, e-mail, TTY/TDD receiving devices, or other text-receiving devices
http://www.ega.educonnected.pdf


c. EGCS students should make themselves familiar with Georgia Southern University’s Emergency Response Plan, 
http://services.georgiasouthern.edu/ess.Emergency%20Response%20Plan.pdf
In the event of an emergency, EGCS students should follow the instructions of EGCS faculty and staff members and GSU campus officials.


XV. Additional Course Requirements:
1. Please do not begin this course until you have  Participated in the Mandatory Online Orientation meeting. See above.

2. Have MS WORD and understand how to open, receive, and send MS WORD attachments.

3. If you do not already have an account on D2L, go to www.ega.edu and establish an account.  
One account serves all classes.  (NOTE: Please contact me once you have an account. You will not be able to view the course site until classes begin).  

4. Understand that there is a MANDATORY ONLINE ORIENTATION and that you will ONLY need to be on campus no more than two time this semester (subject to change) : 1) Exam #1 (Mid-Term) 2) Final Exam/Nation State Paper. The room location and dates/times will be stated in your “Welcome/Mandatory Orientation Letter.” NO exceptions so plan your schedule accordingly.
XVI. Daily Course Schedule:
Will be issued online once the course begins (weekly activity)

XVII. Optional Policies:
1. You will need access to a typewriter/computer/word-processor, because all out-of-class assignments and projects must be typed. The campus computer laboratory provides open lab hours when you can use the equipment. Please do not wait for the last minute to complete your projects. Diskettes/CDs can have errors, printers can break down, computers may malfunction, BP corporate elites may eat your assignment after dousing it with oil, etc., so please plan ahead. I will not accept any late papers, so be smart and be academically responsible.


 2. The posting of your grades are prohibited by the: 
a) Buckley Amendment and the Families in Education Right to Privacy Act. FERPA (1974) is a federal law that grants students the right to inspect, to obtain copies, to challenge, and to a degree control the release of information contained in his other education records. In general, no personally identifiable information from a student’s education record will be disclosed to a third party without consent from the student. Several exceptions may be made; therefore students are urged to acquaint themselves with the guidelines.  The act and regulations are lengthy, and for that reason the college has issued guidelines that are available from the Registrar’s Office. Also, the Privacy Act of 1974 states that agencies may not make their files on an individual available to other agencies without that individual's consent (exempted are law enforcement agencies, the CIA, and the secret service, and certain filed pertaining to federal employment.

3. Since this course encourages and is designed for your involvement, you should participate without rancor, inappropriate behavior, or harassment of any type. Rancor is defined as: deep hatred, intense ill will, antagonism, animosity, antipathy, enmity, and hostility. So please no rancor. This expression will not be permitted, and if violated, you will be asked to leave the online discussion and chats. I do support your freedom of speech and crave your opinions and comments in class but when it is rancorous, we must have respect for the law. However, and I want you to be clear about this fact, the discipline of political science deals with controversial and opposing viewpoints which are healthy to analytical classroom discussions. If you are easily offended by this constitutionally protected speech, it is highly recommended that you reconsider taking this course. Controversial ideas, which are framed in an academic and appropriate manner, are coveted and needed to promote thought and stimulate dialogue. It is imperative that you are both tolerant and understanding of opposing viewpoints. This policy is not intended to hinder academic thought, but rather to respect the civil liberties and rights of all students and the instructor.

4. Per policy, all academic and professional e-mail correspondence must go to my college e-mail address. The "yahoo" e-mail address located on the main page of my website is only for informal inquiry.  Likewise, per policy, as a student I can’t add you as a friend to my FACEBOOK.  We can do this after the semester is over.


5. Consultation: You are encouraged to discuss with me any academic concerns you have regarding the course. Please visit with me during my office hours and/or make an appointment to see me. My phone number and college e-mail address is located above. If you have an inquiry that requires some time, please do not approach me before and/or after class. I don’t want us to be rushed and I want to make sure that I thoroughly answer all your questions – please see above for my office location and hours.  Once you arrive, I will log you in for records and address all your academic concerns. I am always here for you and want you to visit with me – so never feel hesitant to ask me questions and/or make an appointment to see me. Per my ethics and professionalism policy, only academic (no personal) inquires can be addressed.

XVIII. Critical Thinking Defined: To think critically is to compare, to contrast, to analyze, to synthesize, and to see the world in fresh new ways.  A critical thinker may make use of inference, analogy, metaphor, or experiment, or may recast an old idea in new and novel ways. A critical thinker has formed the reading habit and reads with a critical eye, recognizing that much that has been written is subject to interpretation and appraisal. A critical thinker is reflective and does not rush to judgment. A critical thinker is dispassionate but recognizes that emotion and sentiment often color human events and cannot be ignored. A critical thinker is able to weigh all available facts and to come to a defensible conclusion tempered by reason, the best available knowledge and any relevant experience. Finally, a critical thinker must know the limits of knowledge, must have a certain intellectual humility, must be flexible, must be tolerant and open-minded, and must be willing to admit error.

1. Tenets of Critical Thinking:
· The assignment should require an original application of knowledge from several sources.

· The assignment should allow students to identify alternative points of view.

· The assignment should challenge students to draw reasonable inferences.

· The assignment should require students to discuss an issue in an appropriate context.

· The assignment should require students to weigh the quality and sufficiency of the data.

· The assignment should require students to evaluate the nature & quality of any assumptions.

· The assignment should demand the use of precise language.

· The assignment should require students to identify bias.

· The assignment should allow students to distinguish between assertion and argument.

· The assignment should require students to assess the quality of the solution.


2. A Rationale for Critical Thinking: Critical thinking is essential to meet demands of a rapidly changing workplace, a workplace that esteems higher order thinking and creativity. To remain competitive with the rest of the world, to preserve a robust democracy, to maintain our quality of life, we must produce thinkers, innovators, creators, and leaders--- all dependent upon critical thinking




East Georgia State College: Holistic Critical Thinking Rubric

	Criteria
	Tier 1
	Tier 2
	Tier 3

	Question – Students will question basic understanding of the topic in order to construct a thesis.
	· Fails to identify alternatives
· Fails to acknowledge uncertainties
· Fails to identify a working hypothesis
	· Identifies  a limited number of alternatives
· Acknowledges some uncertainty

· Thesis is vague
	· Thoroughly understands alternatives
· Acknowledges any uncertainties inherent in the topic

· Thesis precisely identifies the argument



	Analyze – Students will analyze primary data  to determine   validity and usefulness.


	· Fails to distinguish between relevant/irrelevant data

· Fails to identify bias

· Fails to make reasonable inferences

· Fails to identify reasons to support the thesis

· Fails to identify fact from opinion

· Fails to identify cause /effect relationships

· Fails to make reasonable comparisons
	· Identifies data that may be relevant

· Is sensitive to possible bias

· Attempts to make reasonable inferences

· Makes some attempt to identify reasons in support of the thesis

· Attempts to distinguish between fact and opinion 

· Makes a limited attempt to discuss cause/effect relationships

· Makes  limited comparisons
	· Focuses on the relevant data

· Bias does not interfere with the quality of the argument

· Inferences are sound and supported by the data

· Reasons support the argument

· Successfully distinguishes fact from opinion

· Fully addresses cause/effect relationships

· Comparisons are valid and strengthen the argument

	Discuss – Students will be able to engage in productive verbal communication 
	· Fails to acknowledge opposing viewpoints

· Fails to modify thesis if required

· Fails to enunciate ideas clearly

· Fails to identify fallacies

· Fails to construct organized arguments

· Fails to demonstrate knowledge of punctuation, spelling, grammar, and diction
	· Acknowledges opposing viewpoints

· Shows flexibility in modifying thesis

· Enunciates basic ideas clearly

· Some awareness of fallacies

· Some problems with organization

· Paper is marred by lapses in punctuation, spelling, grammar and diction
	· Acknowledges strengths of opposing viewpoints

· Modifies thesis based on new information

· Articulates arguments persuasively

· Argument is free from fallacy

· Arguments is organized

· Largely free of errors in punctuation, spelling, grammar and diction 

	Debate – Students will defend a cogent argument
	· Fails to distinguish between emotional and rational responses

· Fails to recognize possible counter arguments

· Fails to provide rebuttals for counter arguments
	· Distinguishes between emotional and rational responses

· Recognizes counter arguments

· Provides rebuttals for counter arguments
	· Effectively guides debate from the emotional to the rational 

· Distinguishes between weak and strong counter arguments

· Makes persuasive use of counter arguments for rhetorical advantage


	Criteria
	Tier 1
	Tier 2
	Tier 3

	Critique – Students will be able to research and evaluate opposing arguments in a controversial topic
	· Fails to assess the quality of evidence presented
· Fails to assess the sufficiency of the evidence
· Fails to develop reasonable conclusions
	· Assesses the quality of evidence presented

· Assesses the sufficiency of evidence presented

· Develops reasonable conclusions
	· Uses evidence to strengthen argument

· Evidence is sufficient

· Conclusion is persuasive


